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WELCOME
Theatre is the greatest art form because it 
allows you in the present, in the company of 
others, to recognise immediately what it is to 
be human.

To come together and share our humanity 
is a spiritual experience in a disparate, 
secular world. As that world turns, as the 
forces of division and separatism find favour, 
how important it is that we don’t lose sight of 
our common humanity.

This is a season of vitality and joy.  
A season of balance that doesn’t mind going 
to the dark side.  A season that brings together 
the best of New Zealand writing combined 
with the hottest scripts from overseas and 
some of the finest plays ever written.  

This is a season that allows us to deliver 
exciting theatrical experiences to our audience, 
which broadens and grows every season.

This Court Theatre season is a collection 
of plays, events and pursuits that celebrate 
the human spirit - that is, by its nature, 
optimistic.  It might be midnight elsewhere 
in the world but we believe in the dawn and 
we want you to come and join us.

Ross Gumbley
Artistic Director
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Laughter through tears 
is my favourite emotion



5 August - 1 September 2017

It’s 1987. Welcome to Truvy’s, a Louisiana beauty 
salon. We’ve made you an appointment. 

The shop motto is ‘There is no such thing as 
natural beauty’. 

Gossip, laughter, revelations and banter flow like 
sweet tea on a hot Louisiana day from the mouths of 
six Southern Belles through the buzz of hair dryers 
and haze of hairspray.

When one of their lives takes a tragic turn they 
summon all of their strength and sass to support 
each other.

Steel Magnolias is a celebration of the strength of 
friendship. You’ll laugh and cry with these women 
as they live through their bad hair days, their loves 
and their losses. 

If you know how uplifting it is to support one 
another you’ll recognise and love this play. 

Contains coarse language.

DIRECTED BY 
Gregory Cooper

STEEL
MAGNOLIAS
By ROBERT HARLING



...And we’re live! 



HUDSON
HALLS

LIVE
&

Christchurch Arts Festival 

6 - 16 September
The Court Theatre

18 September – 14 October 2017
The oven’s caught fire, David is drinking and Peter 
has bad news… 

Long before Masterchef and My Kitchen Rules there 
was Hudson & Halls. In the closet with the door 
wide open, Peter Hudson and David Halls were 
New Zealand’s original great gay love story. 

Be transported to an ’80s television studio for 
big laughs, rum-fuelled showdowns and very 
questionable cooking in this immersive work 
co-created by theatrical daredevil Kip Chapman 
(director of That Bloody Woman).

A Silo Theatre Production
Presented in association with Christchurch Arts Festival

Contains coarse language.

BY 
Kip Chapman
with Todd Emerson 
& Sophie Roberts

DIRECTED BY 
Kip Chapman

Show sponsor



Submit yourself



21 October - 11 November 2017

Playwright Thomas Novachek is frustrated. He’s 
been auditioning women all day long for his stage 
version of a scandalous erotic novel set in the 
1800s. He’s eager to jump on the current trend of 
all things kinky but every woman who has walked 
through the door is simply not talented enough. 

Then Vanda arrives. 

This mysterious siren who shares the same name as 
the lead character not only knows the text by heart 
but also has an uncanny understanding of who she 
is attempting to portray. Her masterful audition 
quickly escalates into a provocative and dangerous 
game of cat and mouse – but who will end up 
being eaten?

As this theatrical Pandora’s Box is opened, nothing 
is as it seems and the lines between acting and 
reality will be forever blurred.

By arrangement with Hal Leonard Australia
exclusive agent for Dramatists Play Service, Inc

Contains adult content.

DIRECTED BY 
Lara Macgregor

VENUS
IN FUR
BY David Ives

Supported by



Murder. Fame.
And all that jazz



25 November 2017 - 20 January 2018

An explosion of scandal, celebrity and murder runs 
riot throughout the streets of 1920s Chicago. 

A camera flashes and Roxie Hart looks straight into 
the lens with a hint of a smile playing on her lips. 

On the front of the newspaper, and having gained 
notoriety by shooting her good-for-nothin’ lover, 
her dreams of superstardom on the stage are one 
step closer to becoming reality. 

Slip through the bars of the Cook County Jail 
as Roxie joins Velma Kelly and the Six Merry 
Murderesses. Witness as they spiral down into the 
seedy underworld along the gritty road to fame, 
assisted by their manipulative and smooth-talking 
lawyer Billy Flynn, who will keep them from death 
row while making them stars. 

One of the most famous musicals of all time, this is 
a tale of exploitation, adultery, fame, greed, violence, 
treachery, corruption, murder and all that jazz.

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH ORiGiNTM THEATRICAL 
ON BEHALF OF SAMUEL FRENCH LTD.

CHICAGO

BOOK BY 
Fred Ebb and Bob Fosse  

MUSIC BY LYRICS BY 
John Kander Fred Ebb

Based on the play Chicago 
by Maurine Dallas Watkins

SCRIPT ADAPTATION BY 
David Thompson

DIRECTED BY 
Stephen Robertson

MUSICAL DIRECTION BY 
Richard Marrett

Show sponsor



ALL IT Takes is a 
little confidence 



17 March - 21 April 2018

If you listen closely, you might hear the neighbours 
whispering through Auckland’s high-end apartment 
complex, The Cutlass. They’re whispering about 
the glamorous new Australian couple, Trudi 
and Stephen, who have moved in down the hall. 
Rumour has it they’ve moved to New Zealand for 
a new business opportunity: selling the Auckland 
Harbour Bridge. 

Trudi and Stephen are whispering too. They know 
Sir Robert Kingswood, long-time resident of 
The Cutlass, is worth millions. Not to mention 
Catherine who lives upstairs — since her husband 
died her bank account has been looking very healthy 
indeed. They’ve noticed poor young Trevor doesn’t 
have much money, and they’ve also noticed he’s a 
gullible fool.

With double-crosses, dirty tricks and all the dodgy 
dealings you can throw at a JAFA, Roger Hall’s 
rejuvination of The Alchemist is a laugh-a-minute 
satire of how fools and their money are soon parted.

DIRECTED BY 
Ross Gumbley

MONEY
EASY

By ROGER HALL

Contains coarse language.

Show sponsor

By arrangement with



I’ll find a day to massacre them all



Chicago

7 April - 5 May 2018

War hero Titus Andronicus returns from twenty years 
of campaigning against Rome’s enemies to find his 
home divided by partisan squabbling. His attempts 
to restore order to the city he loves unleash the very 
forces that will tear both the city and his family 
to pieces, setting off a chain reaction of betrayal, 
murder and revenge that leaves no one unscathed. 

Shakespeare’s bloodiest tragedy, Titus Andronicus 
is a veritable parade of the Bard’s most inventive 
and grotesque deaths. Mounted by a lean and agile 
cast playing multiple characters, this production 
honours the horrific, debauched and bloodthirsty 
intent and will be hosted off-site for a unique 
theatrical experience.

DIRECTED BY 
Dan Bain

ANDRONICUS
TITUS

Contains violence, sexual violence and content that may disturb.

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Show sponsor



i t ’ s  a l l  t h e  b u z z



12 May - 2 June 2018

Catherine Givings tends to her baby under the 
electric glow of a floor lamp. In the next room, a low 
buzz can be heard. It is an unfamiliar sound to those 
witnessing the dawn of the electrical age.  
Catherine’s husband, a brilliant and overly analytical 
scientist is using a new device to relieve “hysteria”. 
At his home-based clinic he tests this invention, 
a Chattanooga vibrator, on patients who quickly 
become advocates of his treatment. 
Catherine, fiercely independent yet lonely and 
struggling with motherhood, starts to wonder what 
she is missing when patients return for multiple 
treatments. Her desire to connect with her husband, 
without an electrical current, forces the Givings to 
confront the realities of their marriage, their love and 
the nature of intimacy. Beautifully written, intelligent 
and classy, In the Next Room, or the vibrator play is 
a stunning comedy about repression, liberation and 
what takes place behind closed doors.

“In the Next Room, or the vibrator play” is presented by 
special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.

DIRECTED BY 
Melanie Luckman

NEXT ROOM,
IN THE

or the vibrator play

Contains nudity and adult content.

BY SARAH RUHL

Show sponsor



They’re out of their depth



Chicago

16 June - 14 July 2018

It’s been a while since Poppa, Pat and Mick have 
seen Stu. He’s been absent from the local working 
men’s club since Stu wrote off the new boat he 
spent his life savings on and landed himself in a 
wheelchair. 

Reunited, the men seize the opportunity to 
enter the local fishing competition to win Stu a 
replacement boat. All they have to do is catch the 
biggest fish. 

Easy, right? 

Well not if you have no fishing skills whatsoever, 
nor the actual means to catch the fish. 

This hilarious new comedy from award-winning 
playwright Jamie McCaskill takes a look at a 
bunch of hard-as-nails Māori and Pakeha men 
navigating life in small-town Aoteoroa.

WRITTEN & 
DIRECTED BY 
Jamie McCaskill

BIGGEST
THE

Contains coarse language.

By Jamie McCaskill

Show sponsor

By arrangement with



30 March - 1 April 2017
An age-old Ngāi Tahu love story, set in the 
waters of the Arahura river, comes to life. 
He Kura e Huna Ana traces the tragic love 
story of the beautiful Waitaiki and her 
husband Tamaahu who are torn apart by 
Poutini, the taniwha.

This stunning modern interpretation of the 
old Māori legend is presented entirely in te reo 
Māori and presents a dual narrative: the origin 
myth of pounamu and a modern-day story 
about a young woman who must find a way to 
deal with the issues and mounting pressures 
that face her, practically and spiritually. 

He Kura E Huna Ana enriches both narratives, 
demonstrating that strength comes from an 
acknowledgement of origins and connections 
with loved ones and ancestors.

He kōrero tahito tēnei o Ngāi Tahu, o 
te awa tipua o Arahura, o te pounamu. 
Ko He Kura E Huna Ana he kōrero e 
ruku ana i te aroha mutunga kore o 
Tamaahua mō Waitaiki, ā, i kahakina e 
Poutini te taniwha. 

Ko te reo te kaupapa, ko te tūāpapa o 
te kōrero tahito ko te pounamu. Koia 
te whakawhenumitanga o te ao o 
tuawhakarere ki te ao hurihuri nei kia 
whai hua ai ēnei kōrero a ngā tipuna. 
Hei arataki hoki i a Hine i roto i ngā 
tini putanga kētanga o te wā. He mea 
mihi a He Kura E Huna Ana ki ngā 
kōrero tuku iho hei ārahi i te tangata 
mā te ako, te mau, te whai i ēnei kōrero. 

HUNA ANA
HE KURA E

By HOhepa Waitoa
DIRECTED BY Nancy Brunning 
Presented in association with Taki Rua

Every stone has a story



Chicago

3 June - 24 June 2017

Who knew Hamlet was fast with his fists, good with 
a gun and even better with the ladies?

Who knew Gertrude kicked ass?

Who knew Shakespeare included a tutorial and a 
final boss battle?

The Court Jesters return with Version 2.0 of the 
hugely popular genre-bending parody that scored 
highly with audiences at the 2015 Christchurch 
Arts Festival. Audience input ensures no two play-
throughs are the same in a partially improvised 
show that will appeal to gamers, Shakespeare buffs 
and comedy fans alike!

DIRECTED BY 
Gregory Cooper

FEATURING 
The Court Jesters

Originally co-produced by 
The Court Theatre and 
Christchurch Arts Festival

HAMLET:
THE VIDEO GAME
(THE STAGE SHOW)

Contains coarse language.
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BY SIMON PEACOCK

Shakespeare Reloaded



10 - 22 July 2017

The Court Jesters return with the hugely popular 

show that brings all the chaos and fun of the late-

night improvised comedy show Scared Scriptless to 

a family-friendly timeslot and the new setting of the 

Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna o Waiwhetu.

 Songs, scenes and games are all made up on-the-

spot by the funniest folks in town. You give them a 

suggestion and they’ll turn it into comedy!

DIRECTED BY 
Dan Bain

FEATURING 
The Court Jesters

THE EARLY
EARLY LATE
SHOW

Suitable for ages 8+.

Show sponsor

Frantic family fun



Chicago

HEATS 6 - 8 September 2017
GRAND FINAL 9 September 2017

TheatresportsTM is created © by 
Keith Johnstone and is a trademark 
of International TheatreportsTM 
Institute, registered in the USA, 
Canada and other countries.
All rights reserved.
Production rights are exclusively 
managed by International 
TheatresportsTM Institute 
www.theatresports.com 

NATIONAL
THEATRE-
SPORTSTM

CHAMPS

Suitable for ages 8+.

Ready your score cards and warm up your funny 
bones as The Court Jesters bring the best performers 
from every improvisational comedy company in 
the country into one venue for the first national 
competition in over a decade!

Each heat will determine the best Auckland, 
Wellington and South Island team. Then victors go 
head-to-head in the Grand Final.

Is Wellington just full of hot air? Will Dunedin set 
fire to the couch? Can Nelson deal with the lack of 
sunshine? Will Auckland even realise there is life 
outside Auckland? And most importantly: will the 
Jesters represent you in the manner you deserve? 
Caaaaaanabry! 

4 big nights. 8 national teams. 1 super-smug winner.

Who gets the last laugh?



8 - 16 September 2017

Becoming the Chief of the aiga (family) is a great 
honour with even greater responsibility – one that 
Lui is struggling to take on as he questions the 
relevance of Samoan culture in New Zealand.

Becoming a Matai is not an honour Lui wants. He 
was raised in New Zealand but must learn the value 
of his Samoan roots.

Matai explores one young man’s journey to find a 
balance between traditional and modern life.

The Forge is proud to host 
Pasifika theatre company 
Tulou Productions.

Devised and performed by Tulou Productions
A Forge Development season

MATAI
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Presented in association with 

O le ala ile pule, o le tautua 
- The pathway to leadership is to serve



ONE NIGHT ONLY - 10 September 2017

You may have seen X-Men: First Class. But have you 
seen Scriptless: First Class? Take a step back in time 
to the 1990s. They were fresh-faced and bushy-tailed 
back then but were still pulling those witty, comic 
punches as well as they do today. 

For one night only we’ve called a reunion. The 
Jesters’ flag has been raised, like the Dark Mark in 
the sky, and Jesters from throughout the ages are 
descending on The Court’s stage to pull on their 
improvising pants once more. 

Come along for a night of big belly laughs as these 
Scriptless greats join together and make up the 
entire show on-the-spot. 

Should be easy…. right?

SCRIPTLESS:
FIRST CLASS
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Presented in association with 

May contain coarse language.

Supported by

See them before they die



Chicago

2 - 23 December 2017

Back by popular demand after last year’s extended 

sell-out season, two Court Jesters and their trusty 

pianist once more scramble through this beloved 

story by Dickens with a LOT of help from their 

audience.

Marvel at the frantic fun with plenty of festive spirits 

galore. It’s ideal for families and staff parties alike.

WRITTEN & 
DIRECTED BY 
Dan Bain

A
CHRISTMAS

CAROL

Suitable for ages 8+. By arrangement with

Yule laugh like the Dickens



By Brendon Bennetts

Adapted by Will Robertson

SNOW WHITE

THE UGLY DUCKLING

Everyone’s ready to see Snow White – except the actors haven’t shown 
up! Three ushers use buckets, mops and their imagination to create 
everything from the Magic Mirror to the Wicked Queen… but they 
might need some help for the Seven Dwarfs!

Ugly doesn’t fit in with the other ducklings and feels like he’s a waste 
of space. From being an outsider, one little duckling must find out 
who he is and where he belongs. Lots of fun and audience interaction 
in this new puppet-driven interpretation of the classic tale.

10 - 22 July 2017
(relaxed performance 22 July, 11am)

2 - 14 October 2017
(relaxed performance 14 October, 11am)

SUPPORTED BY

KIDS' SHOWS
The Court is proud to present family-friendly entertainment on the main 
stage every school holidays. All kids’ shows are recommended for children 
aged 3-7 and tickets are just $10 for children under 18 and $15 for adults.

By Dan Bain
A PAINTBOX OF CLOWNS

The original silent show for loud children returns! Red is brave. Blue 
is smart. And Green is hungry! Join this mischievous, inquisitive and 
naughty trio as they go on a great adventure. Filled with slapstick, 
clowning and physical comedy, A Paintbox of Clowns will entertain and 
enchant all ages without the stars saying a single word. Red! Blue! Green!

16 - 28 April 2018
(relaxed performance 28 April, 11am)

By Carl Nixon
Puff the Magic Dragon

Puff the Magic Dragon lives by the sea… until Puff meets Little Jackie 
Paper and the two embark on adventures together in the land called 
Honah Lee. A fun-filled adaptation of the beloved children’s song 
packed with pirates, princes and magic!

17 - 27 January 2018
(relaxed performance 26 January, 3pm)

Relaxed performances are special shows for those with sensory needs. Lighting and sound are 
adjusted, capacity is reduced to allow for freer movement and there is a “chill-out” area in the foyer.



Matatihi - Maia’s Journey of Bravery will 
expose children to stories and characters 
rooted in the Canterbury rohe, taking 
the audience on a journey to discover Te 
waka o Aoraki: local mountains, lakes, 
pounamu and legendary creatures. This 
show will inspire young people to be bold, 
to be proud of what makes them different 
and to carve their own path in the world. 
Matatihi - Maia’s Journey of Bravery is an 
action-packed, fierce story of bravery told 
through live music, puppetry, kapa haka, 
song, story-telling and te reo Māori.

Touring primary schools from 29 May 2017.
For more information,
visit courttheatre.org.nz/show/matatihi/

Go behind the scenes at 
The Court Theatre.
On this guided tour 
you’ll visit the various 
departments that bring 
a show to the stage* and 
hear anecdotes from 
The Court’s history. 
A fantastic experience 
for theatre enthusiasts, 
educational groups 
and anyone with an 
interest in what happens 
backstage.

PUBLIC TOURS
Saturday 3 June 2017
Saturday 19 August 2017
Saturday 28 October 2017
Saturday 24 March 2018
Saturday 19 May 2018 
All public tours begin at 10:30am. 
Tickets $12 per person or 
$7 for children under 12.

PRIVATE TOURS
Private tours of The Shed can be 
arranged for groups of more than 
10 people**
Visit www.courttheatre.org.nz/tours
to find out more.

* Some areas may not be accessible at some times.
**Tours dependant on building access/availability.
BECOME A SUPER SUBSCRIBER and receive a 
voucher for a FREE TOUR! See page 60 for more details.

BACKSTAGE TOURS

MATATIHI
school touring show

MAIA'S JOURNEY OF BRAVERY

Devised and Directed by Holly Chappell and 
Rutene Spooner

and receive free tickets to attend FRESH INK.
See page 60 for more details.

FRESH INK
PLay readings

become 
a super 
subscriber

All plays are presented as 
“works in progress”. 

Following each reading, we 
gladly invite your feedback to 
assist in the development of 
these new plays.

All tickets $10

14 MAY

Astroman
By Albert Belz*
In ’80s New Zealand, Jimmy 
(a 14 year-old Māori boy), confronts 
arcade games, racism and his own genius!
Contains coarse language. 

21 MAY

SEAN PENN IS 
IN HIS BOAT
By Josephine Stewart-Te Whiu* 
Set at the time of Hurricane Katrina, 
a family drama unfolds following the 
matriarch’s death.
Contains coarse language.

28 MAY

TROLL
By Ralph McCabbin-Howell
& Hannah Smith
(Trick of the Light Theatre Company)
Set in the digital age, this uncanny tale 
and darkly comic show brings intricate 
narrative into a contemporary world. 
Contains coarse language.

*By arrangement with Playmarket.
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Upskill
educate

engage

TO GET INVOLVED:
cour t theatre.org.nz /education

“The opportunities to both perform and learn provided 
by the Youth Company were outstanding and the 
rewarding challenges we were presented with were 
eye-opening. We were pushed beyond the scope 
of curriculum drama. Being involved with The Court 
Theatre as a young person is a perfect way to develop 
new skills, strengthen old ones and discover new 
passions for performance and stagecraft.”

- Tigerlily Perry, The Court Youth Company

“Sport was always my thing. I just never saw myself as 
artistic. It was my children that opened my eyes through their 
involvement in Theatresports at school that really whetted 
my appetite. They looked like they were having so much fun! 
Over the past eight terms I’ve learned a great deal about 
who I am and how I see myself in the world. Along the way 
I’ve shared thousands of laughs with some great people and 
formed some close bonds with my fellow players.”

- Rob Harrison, Adult Improv Classes

“Probably the biggest thing I have got out of the year is 
the confidence being a part of the Youth Crew and Youth 
Company has instilled in me. I would recommend jumping 
into the programme whether you are already passionate 
about stagecraft or if you are just exploring the area for the 
first time as it really gets you immersed in every aspect.”

- Eden Cotter-Longworth, Youth Crew

Something dark lurks in the small town of Salem. When a group of young 
women are caught dancing in the woods, accusations of witchcraft, 
paranoia and persecution spiral out of control in this iconic drama.

Enjoy a delightfully diverse goodie-bag of bold new works served up by talented 
emerging performers.

THE CRUCIBLE

TRIOS

29 June - 1 July 2017

7 - 10 December 2017
Devised and performed by The Court Youth Company

By Arthur Miller

By arrangement with Hal Leonard Australia Pty Ltd, on behalf of Dramatists Play Services, Inc New York
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The team behind Scared Scriptless 
adds fun and flair to your 
conference, community fundraiser, 
work function or wedding.

Corporate 
Entertainment

10:15pm EvEry FriDAy & SAtUrDAy

  
 

Contains mature content.

www.courtjesters.co.nz

New Zealand’s
longest running
improv comedy shoW

Show sponsor

cheersgood on ya
awesomewhakawhetai koe

Way to go Christchurch! You made a difference in 2016

Visit www.courtfoundation.org.nz

* Please note: Pizzas take approximately 10-15 minutes to prepare. 
No hot food is allowed in the theatre.

pre-show dining
Gourmet wood-fired pizza now at The Court

Pre-order pizzas when booking or purchase at 
Giesens @ The Court on the night.*
BASE @ The Court is open from 5pm on 
performance evenings.
All ingredients are fresh and locally sourced.
The menu features vegetarian and gluten-free options, 
and an array of sides, as well as catering options for 
larger groups. 

THANK YOU!

FOUNDATION

1,105 Ticket top-ups   
1,404 Donors
Over $100,000 in support
THE COURT FOUNDATION 
ANNUAL APPEAL:  
Take a leading role in the future of 
The Court Theatre
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Health.Retail.Software

AFI Systems Ltd
Christchurch Symphony Orchestra
Hargreaves & Felton
Bruce & Mary Irvine
Gabrielle Tasman
John Rhind Ltd
NZ Agriseeds
Graham & Rae Ewing

The Pamela Webb 
Charitable Trust

The Farina Thompson 
Charitable Trust

The Elizabeth Ball 
Charitable Trust
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PRINCIPAL
SPONSOR
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SPONSOR

CORE FUNDER

COURt 100 CLUB

ACTORS IN RESIDENCE

DIAMOND PARTNERS

GOLD PARTNERS
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SILVER

GOLD

PLATINUM
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Front of House 
Alice Norton 
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Aileen Wyld
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Jay Pollock
Committee 
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Cheryl Colley 
David McBrearty 
David Sutherland 
Johanna McCord 
John McSweeney 
Pat Braithwaite 
Tony Feaver 
Wendy Carryer

FOUNDATION

Patron 
Lady Stewart QSO
Chair 
Catherine Boyer
Secretary 
John McSweeney
Board 
David McBrearty 
John Holland 
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Board
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Steve Wakefield
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Emma Brittenden
Emma Cusdin (Manager)
Henri Nelis
Jared Corbin
Jarred Skelton
Jeff Clark
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Kirsty Gillespie
Robbie Hunt
Scott Koorey
Tara Swadi
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Musicians
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Katie Cowan
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Nicky Marshall
Thomas Harris

Apprentices
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Gabby Wakefield 
Jack Page (Musician)
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Yvonne Martin
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Philip Aldridge ONZM
Artistic Director  
Ross Gumbley
Associate Director 
Dan Bain
Development Manager 
Steve Brooker
Production Manager 
Flore Charbonnier
Business Manager  
Sarah Pugh
Literary Manager 
Roanna Dalziel
Marketing Manager 
Jeff Clark
Communications 
Manager           
Samantha McConnell
Graphic Designer  
Nick King
Education Manager 
Rachel Sears
Kaihāpai Toi (Māori and 
Pasifika Producer) 
Morehu Solomon
Ticketing Manager 
Michael Berry
House Manager  
Colin Swift
Artist Manager 
Susan Rendall
Court Jesters Artistic 
Director 
Dan Bain
Court Jesters Manager 
Emma Cusdin
Sponsorship Manager 
Rachel Wilson
Client Manager                 
Layla Moutrib
Office Manager 
Annah Johnstone
Administrative Assistants 
Avril Lockhead 
Fiona Haines
Costume Manager  
Sarah Douglas
Costume Department 
Deborah Moor
Louise Galloway
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SEASON BROCHURE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Direction – Ross Gumbley, Photography – Emma Brittenden (Hudson & Halls Live! photos by Josh Griggs), Costumes – Sarah Douglas, 
Project Manager – Samantha McConnell, Copy writing – Jeff Clark and Ross Gumbley, Graphic Designer – Nick King, 
Illustrations – Deveo Media Studio, Hair – Sarah Greenwood, Make-up – Angela Pethig, Artist Manager – Keren Oertly Ryan, 
The Forge and Jesters Consultant – Dan Bain, Chicago concept  - Stephen Robertson 
Models – Owen Black, Kathleen Burns, Kat Collie, Serena Cotton, Todd Emerson, Kim Garrett, Rosie Gilmore, Luanne Gordon, Glen Harris, 
Olly Humphries, Jane Leonard, Lara Macgregor, Yvonne Martin, Chris Parker, Craig Pope, Lucy Porter, Roy Snow, Morehu Solomon, Abbi Thomas, 
Paris Thornley, Matai’a Salatielu Tiatia.

FOR FULL TERMS AND CONDITIONS PLEASE SEE  
www.CourtTheatre.org.nz/terms

TERMS & conditions

Become a  
Super Subscriber!

Why subscribe  
to The Court  
Theatre

Payment OptionS

Super Subscriber, the quick and easy way to get the complete  
2017/18 Season Package for one great price. As a Super  
Subscriber you will receive:

• A ticket to each of the eight Court shows
• A programme to each of the eight Court shows
• A ticket to each of the Forge add-ons
• A complimentary voucher for a tour of the theatre (see p52 for 

schedule) and for each of the three Fresh Ink readings (see p53) 
• A prepaid beverage to each of the eight Court shows from Giesens @ 

The Court

Become a Super Subscriber today by completing the adjacent  
form or visiting www.CourtTheatre.org.nz/subscribe

• Save up to 41% off your tickets
• Get your tickets before they go on sale to the general public
• As a subscriber you get the first pick of the best seats in the  house 

on the best night, which you will retain for every show. And the 
following season you get the first right to renew those prized seats 
for another year

• Subscribers never miss a show because their seats are secured well 
before the show sells out

• Receive an exclusive Court Scribe e-newsletter
• Your subscription allows The Court to continue to bring the best 

professional theatre to Canterbury

If paying your subscription in full is not an option, you can now choose to pay your subscription in three easy payments; one third on booking, 
another third on 4th May 2017, then the final third on 1st June 2017.
Actual payment date may fall either side of that listed. Only applies to subscriptions made before 21st April 2017. Not available for online bookings. 
Tickets will be sent out after final payment. An additional $8 administration fee will apply.

GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Although accurate at the time of publication, information in this brochure 

may be subject to change
2. The Court Theatre reserves the right of admission. Latecomers may not 

be admitted to some productions
3. Identification may be requested for discounted ticket/season ticket prices

SEASON TICKETS
1. The Court Theatre will allocate the best available seats based on the 

patron’s guidelines but cannot guarantee seat location
2. Season ticket holders who wish to be seated with friends who are also 

booking season tickets are asked to specify their names on the application 
forms and/or post their forms in the same envelope

3. If you have made a Companion Booking your seating allocation may 
change. Companion Bookings and tickets booked outside of season 
tickets are charged at Box Office prices

4. Productions staged outside of the Tonkin & Taylor Stage (the Pub Charity 
Studio, Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna o Waiwhetu or other off-site 
venues) will have different seating plans than on the booking form. Some 
shows/venues may be General Admission (ie: non-assigned seating)

5. For re-subscribers who are changing their usual night or changing the 
number attending, your previous seats may not be available. In this case 
the most similar available will be allocated

6. Specific dates are not able to be selected for Season Ticket allocation. 
Season Tickets can be changed to another date once that performance is 
on sale to the public

EXCHANGES/REFUNDS
1. All tickets for exchange must be returned to The Court Theatre 

at least one working day prior to the performance date. Under no 
circumstances will tickets be exchanged after the performance date

2. Tickets are not transferable between plays
3. Any request to change an existing season ticket or transfer tickets gives 

The Court Theatre the authority to change the location of the seats.
Every effort will be made to reallocate the seats within the season ticket 
holder’s guidelines but seat location cannot be guaranteed

4. Refunds will only be made in accordance with the Consumer 
Guarantees and the Fair Trading Acts

BOOKING INFORMATION
The preferential seat booking period for existing season ticket holders is 
open until 22 April 2017.
To book a Court Theatre season ticket please complete the booking form at 
the back of this brochure or complete an online form on our website.
For assistance with season ticket bookings, please contact The Court 
Theatre on (03) 963 0870.

SEASON TICKET FORM

PERSONAL DETAILS

THE SEATS THE NIGHTS

Name:

Address:   

 Postcode:   Supporter Membership No.

Phone (home): (work):  (mobile):

Email address:                                   Please add me to your e-newsletter list

Draw a cross where you’d like to sit. If the exact 
seats aren’t available, we’ll reserve others close by, 
taking note of your preference for aisle, centre, 
front, rear seats etc.

   I am a current season ticket holder and  
 wish to retain the same seats for the same  
 night.  SEAT NO: _______

Please Note:  
All patrons with special requirements  
must report to the Chief Usher 20  
minutes before performance time.

F R O N T  O F  S TAG E

ATTEND AS A GROUP 

Please note: If you have selected other people to sit with, your season ticket will NOT be processed until forms from ALL the ticket holders  
named have been received – it may be beneficial to send your forms in together. Please ensure you have specified the same show times. 

   There are other season ticket holders I would like to sit with:

  Names:

 Mon (6.30pm) 

 Mon Forum (6.30pm)+ 

 Tue (7.30pm)   

 Wed (7.30pm)   

 Thu (6.30pm)   

 Fri  (7.30pm)   

 Sat (2pm matinée)*

 Sat (7.30pm)

+ A Forum is the 
opportunity for  
audience members to 
ask the Cast and Crew 
questions after the show

Please note:
Forge show times may 
differ from Main Stage 
performances.

FOR SEASON  
TICKET ENQUIRIES 
please phone 03 963 0870 or  
email seasontickets@courttheatre.org.nz 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:
 I require _____ wheelchair  
 seats (front row only)

 I require assistance to /  
 from my seat. 
 
       Hearing loop required.

Please post this completed form to: The Court Theatre, PO Box 268, Christchurch 8140 TURNOVER >>

* MATINÉES
Steel Magnolias 26 August
Hudson & Halls Live! 23 September
Venus in Fur 4 November
Chicago 16 December
Easy Money 7 April
Titus Andronicus 28 April
In the Next Room 26 May
The Biggest 30 June

COMPANION PRICES
 Standard Chicago
Adult $54 $68
Senior $47 $56
Supporter $45 $53
U25 $35 $46
Child $25 $42

Alternatively you can complete this form online at www.courttheatre.org.nz/subscribe for immediate processing of your order.

1

2 3

please complete in full

optional

Select the night you wish to attend. 
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 You will receive a receipt for tax purposes.              

      I would like my donation to remain anonymous

Total Donation                $         [G]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

(circle one)

(See page 60 for details)

TOTAL (A + G) or [F + G]              $ 

* No assigned seating.
**Beverage vouchers redeemable from Giesens @ The Court only.  
    Alcohol will not be served to anybody under 18.
***Pizza vouchers not available for Titus Andronicus.

F O R  O F F I C E  U S E

SUPER SUBSCRIPTION

TICKETS

DONATIONS

PAYMENT DETAILS

(Optional)

  I enclose a cheque payable to The Court Theatre Trust       or       Please charge my        Visa       Mastercard 

Card number    Expiry

Name on Card     Signature

  Pay in Full   Pay in Part

STEEL MAGNOLIAS  
5 August - 1 September 2017

HUDSON & HALLS LIVE! 
18 September - 14 October 2017

VENUS IN FUR 
21 October - 11 November 2017

CHICAGO  
25 November 2017 - 20 January 2018

EASY MONEY  
17 March - 21 April 2018

TITUS ANDRONICUS* 
7 April -  5 May 2018

IN THE NEXT ROOM     
12 May - 2 June 2018

THE BIGGEST     
16 June - 14 July 2018

PLUS FORGE ADD-ONS

Please indicate the number of subscriptions in the brackets below

Please indicate the number of subscriptions in the brackets below

Fo
rg

e
A

dd
-o

ns

COURT SHOWS  (Please select a minimum of 6)

A Christmas Carol*   [         ]  @ $15 eaTheatre Tour   [         ]  @ $12 Total price of tickets $

$

$

Total price of programmes

Total price of beverages

Postage & handling

Total cost of season tickets (B+C+D+E)

$4.00

Programme vouchers   [         ]  x  @ $5   [         ] Shows

Pre-order beverages**    [         ]  @ $5  x  [         ] Shows

Pre-paid pizza vouchers ***   [         ]  @ $20  x  [         ] Shows

Hamlet: The Video Game (The Stage Show)*   [         ]  @ $26ea The Early Early Late Show   [         ]  @ $15ea

I would like to be a SUPER SUBSCRIBER   (See page 60 for details) 

Adult $499  x  [              ]     Senior 65+ $459  x  [              ]     Under 25 $389  x  [              ]    Court Supporters Inc Member $439  x  [             ]  

                                                                                          SUPER SUBSCRIPTION TOTAL   =   $                         [A]

Skip to section 6

___   TOTAL (MINIMUM OF 6)

4

5

6

7

OR I would like to build my own subscription

HAMLET: THE VIDEO GAME (THE STAGE SHOW)*     
3 June - 24 June 2017

THE EARLY EARLY LATE SHOW*    
10 July - 22 July 2017

A CHRISTMAS CAROL*  
2 December - 23 December 2017

THEATRE TOUR 
See page 52 for schedule

Adult  [               ]   @  $45.00   x   _______   shows  =   $  

Senior 65+  (ID required)  [                ]   @  $40.00   x   _______   shows  =   $ 

Under 25  (ID required)  [                ]   @  $31.00   x   _______   shows  =   $  

Court Supporters Inc. Member  [                ]  @  $38.00   x   _______   shows  =   $ 

Companion Bookings  [                ]  @  see page 61 for prices  =   $
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THE MERIDIAN ENERGY
SEASON 2017/18

HE KURA
E HUNA ANA

THE EARLY EARLY 
LATE SHOW

A CHRISTMAS
CAROL

NATIONAL 
THEATRESPORTSTM 
CHAMPIONSIPS

HAMLET
THE VIDEO GAME
(THE STAGE SHOW)

www.courttheatre.org.nz

Proudly printed by Caxton

BOOKINGS  03 963 0870

30 Mar - 1 Apr 2017 3 - 24 Jun 2017 10 - 22 Jul 2017

PRINCIPAL
SPONSOR

SEASON
SPONSOR

CORE 
FUNDER

SCRIPTLESS:
FIRST CLASS
ONE NIGHT ONLY - 10 Sept 2017

MATAI
8 - 16 Sept 20176 - 9 Sept 2017 2 - 23 Dec 2017

CHICAGO

IN THE NEXT ROOM
OR THE VIBRATOR PLAY

HUDSON
& HALLS LIVE!

EASY MONEY THE BIGGEST

VENUS IN FUR

TITUS
ANDRONICUS

STEEL MAGNOLIAS
5 Aug - 1 Sept 2017

17 Mar- 21 Apr 2018

18 Sept - 14 Oct 2017

7 Apr - 5 May 2018

21 Oct - 11 Nov 2017

12 May - 2 Jun 2018

25 Nov 2017 - 20 January 2018

16 Jun - 14 Jul 2018


