
Child actor brief - Once the Musical 

 

Audition workshop: 11am-12.30pm, Saturday 8 May 2021  

Location: The Court Theatre stage (meet in the foyer)  

 

We are searching for two young-looking old child actors, with a playing age of 8 to 9 

years old, to share the role of Ivonka – the daughter of the main character. Ivonka is 

in two scenes and has no lines. This is a professional production, and fees will be 

discussed with the legal guardian.  

 

The audition will be a group workshop of drama games and activities with Rachel 

Tully (Education and Programmes Manager) and Amy Straker (playing the role of 

Ivonka’s mother), observed by Melanie Luckman (show director).  

 

To sign up for an audition (required), please follow the link below:  

 

https://courttheatre.org.nz/once-child-auditions 

 

 

About Ivonka  

 

Ivonka is fun and brave and a little cheeky. She loves her mum and her 

grandmother, and she enjoys all the singing and dancing that happen in her house. 

 

Ivonka is the daughter of the lead character, “Girl” (played by Amy Straker). They live 

in Dublin, Ireland but are from Czech Republic. Ivonka lives in a flat with her mum, 

her grandmother Baruska (played by Juliet Reynolds-Midgely) and three other Czech 

flatmates. Ivonka’s dad still lives in Czech Republic.  

 

Ivonka’s scenes  

 

Act 1 Scene 6: Ivonka enters in her pyjamas and shakes hands with Guy (other lead, 

played by Cameron Douglas). She stays on stage while all the Czech characters 

play and sing a Czech song called “Ej Pada Pada”. She can join in the singing if she 

wants but it is not required. NOTE: there is some swearing in this scene from other 

characters. 

  

Act 1 Scene 7: Ivonka comes on with Baruska and cuddles up with her mum. She 

falls asleep next to her while Girl sings “If You Want Me”. She stays asleep until the 

end of the song when Girl carries her off stage. 

 

Ivonka finishes here and can go home at interval.  

 



 

 

Time requirements  

 

We will cast 2 actors, and they will share the role, alternating every other night.  

 

Both Ivonkas will be required for the first day of rehearsal, Monday 17 May. Their 

whānau would be welcome to join and attend the welcome, design presentation and 

first read-through of the play. Then there will be one or two rehearsals over the next 

couple of weeks, during the day (times TBC). During the week of 8-11 June there will 

be a couple of rehearsals where we run the whole play. Then they will be required 

during production week (during the day and some evenings), 12-18 June, before the 

season begins.The show opens on Saturday 19 June.  

8 year old actors will be required for a maximum of 6 hours per day (door to door).  

9 year old actors will be required for a maximum of 8 hours per day (door to door).  

Child actors will not be required to work more than 5 consecutive days, and no more 

than 5 days in a calendar week. They will have at least a twelve hour overnight break 

exclusive of travel time, and will have an adult chaperone at all times.  

About the show 

 

You know the story: Guy meets Girl. But in ONCE, an unconventional and romantic 

musical based on the award-winning 2006 film, what follows is not a traditional love 

story. Guy, a heartbroken musician busking for coins on the streets of Dublin, meets 

Girl, a Czech immigrant with a complicated history and a broken vacuum cleaner. 

Despite their differences, Guy and Girl find common ground, a shared language, and 

genuine love in creating music together. With a cast of incredible actor-musicians 

who accompany themselves on the soaring, gut-wrenching folk-rock score, ONCE is 

a uniquely theatrical experience that will move you to laughter, to tears, and to a 

deep understanding of the particular joy of joining together in song. Featuring all of 

the magical songs from the critically acclaimed film, including the Oscar-winning 

Falling Slowly, this achingly beautiful, joyously uplifting show strikes an unforgettable 

chord in audiences and speaks to the power of music to connect us all. A show like 

that only comes around ONCE. 

 

Production Schedule  

Rehearsals start: Monday, 17 May 2021 

Production week: Saturday, 12 June 2021 

Opening night: Saturday, 19 June 2021 

Forum: Monday, 21 June 2021 

Matinee: Saturday, 17 July 2021 at 2pm 

Closing night: Saturday, 24 July 2021 



No rehearsal dates 

Monday, 7 June 2021 (Queen's Birthday) 

Season Schedule  

(Ivonka will be required 60mins prior to show start time) 

7:30 pm Saturday June 19, 2021 

6:30 pm Monday June 21, 2021 

7:30 pm Tuesday June 22, 2021 

7:30 pm Wednesday June 23, 2021 

6:30 pm Thursday June 24, 2021 

7:30 pm Friday June 25, 2021 

7:30 pm Saturday June 26, 2021 

6:30 pm Monday June 28, 2021 

7:30 pm Tuesday June 29, 2021 

7:30 pm Wednesday June 30, 2021 

6:30 pm Thursday July 1, 2021 

7:30 pm Friday July 2, 2021 

7:30 pm Saturday July 3, 2021 

6:30 pm Monday July 5, 2021 

7:30 pm Tuesday July 6, 2021 

7:30 pm Wednesday July 7, 2021 

6:30 pm Thursday July 8, 2021 

7:30 pm Friday July 9, 2021 

7:30 pm Saturday July 10, 2021 

6:30 pm Monday July 12, 2021 

7:30 pm Tuesday July 13, 2021 



7:30 pm Wednesday July 14, 2021 

6:30 pm Thursday July 15, 2021 

7:30 pm Friday July 16, 2021 

2:00 pm Saturday July 17, 2021 

7:30 pm Saturday July 17, 2021 

6:30 pm Monday July 19, 2021 

7:30 pm Tuesday July 20, 2021 

7:30 pm Wednesday July 21, 2021 

6:30 pm Thursday July 22, 2021 

7:30 pm Friday July 23, 2021 

7:30 pm Saturday July 24, 2021 


