
Crash Bash – Leader of the Pack Audition Packet 

 

About the Play 

Ruben, Jess, Paige and Nikau are all mates. They’ve had a pretty perfect day of beers, 

banter, and the beach. But now they’re trying to get home, and between some drinks and a 

couple of restricted licenses it isn’t that straightforward who should drive. Add in the mix 

someone’s phone blowing up and some low-key tricky social dynamics, and this drive is 

starting to feel kinda risky. Most of them are feeling a little nervous - so the real question 

is…will anybody say anything? And what’s everyone else thinking? 

 

Leader of the Pack is an impactful, funny story of teenagers working out how they stand their 

ground on dangerous driving. By hearing each of the character’s private thoughts at different 

stages of the story, Leader of the Pack illustrates that sometimes, everyone wants someone 

to speak up - and that doing so is the best thing you can do to keep your mates safe. 

 

The storyline is cut up with videos of an interview between Officer Brent and one of our 

actors. The conversation is casual, warm, and at times funny. It’s a chance for the 

audience to hear from someone who’s been to a lot of crash sites and the impacts 

crashes have on people and communities.  

 

 

Extract 1: Read PAIGE and RUBEN (switching between the two characters). Text in RED 

is said directly to the audience. 

 

DRIVER PERSPECTIVE - RUBEN’S EXPERIENCE 

Ruben, Jess, Nikau and Paige all arrive at the car. They’re carrying bags of beach gear – 

damp towels slung over their shoulders, a frisbee. Someone is carrying a bag of recycling 

with empty cans rolling around inside of it. 

 

PAIGE 

I have sand everywhere, in places there shouldn’t be sand, I need a shower 

 

RUBEN 

(To Jess) Fish and chips? (To Paige) Fish and chips? 

 

RUBEN 

- this is Paige, she’s a nutter – 

 

PAIGE 

Do you think fish can scream but they choose not to? 



 

RUBEN 

We just finished Year 12. I got my full last week. The summer is upon us. Things have 

literally never been better. 

 

PAIGE 

Do you think Sam will be at Ben’s place? 

 

Ruben’s phone is going off. 

 

RUBEN 

Ok, so a little gossip for you. Sam keeps texting me. Sam is a friend of ours. Which is cool 

BUT Paige reckons she’s into Sam. I mean who Paige is into changes every day, but today, 

she’s into Sam. Jess knows, but Nikau doesn’t. 

 

RUBEN 

Yeah, apparently they are. 

 

PAIGE 

Who told you that? 

 

RUBEN (interior monologue) 

Sam. 

 

PAIGE 

Lemme see! 

 

RUBEN 

The thing with Paige is, she can be a little…pushy. If she doesn’t get her way things can get 

messy. 

 

They have been standing at the car for awhile with no one getting in. 

 

PAIGE 

Are you gonna unlock the car Ruben…? 

 

RUBEN 

Oh yeah, I’m driving. 

 

RUBEN (to audience). 

Oh shit - I’m driving! I’ve had two beers. Maybe someone else should drive? 



 

PAIGE 

Uhhh, yeah? 

 

RUBEN 

Can I drive on two beers? I mean, I don’t feel drunk. But I do feel…like I’ve had two beers. 

 

RUBEN 

Oh…yup sweet. Nah that’s chill. 

 

 

Extract 2: Read RUBEN and JESS (switching between the two characters). Text in RED is 

said directly to the audience. 

PASSENGER WHO SPEAKS UP - JESS PERSPECTIVE 

 

JESS 

Ok so, here’s the situation: Ruben and I go a long way back, so even though he’s trying to 

hide it I kind of can tell he’s a little nervous. I’m not sure if it’s because he’s had a beer or if 

he’s kinda flirting with Sam who Paige also has a thing for. This is not helped by the fact that 

Paige has had 6 beers and is a total liability right now. Nikau (looks at him) is just being 

Nikau. A beautiful mystery as always. 

 

Phone: Ding ding. 

RUBEN picks up his phone, one hand on the wheel. 

 

JESS 

Oi, put your phone down Ruben. 

 

Ruben chucks it into the cupholder. 

 

JESS 

I just did that. I didn’t even think really. But that’s sweet eh? Yeah, all good. 

... 

So my dad is like, hardcase. Always says exactly what he’s thinking. Doesn’t care if people 

don’t like it, or he seems uncool or whatever. I mean, do dads ever worry about being cool? 

Probably not. But my dad especially doesn’t. I used to find it so embarrassing but now I’ve 

just started doing it too, I guess that’s what happens. And anyway, who cares? Paige just 

asked us if fish can scream. 

 

RUBEN 

Thought I had a message. 



 

JESS 

Everyone who ever texts you is sitting in this car. 

 

His phone dings. Ruben goes to pick it up. 

 

JESS 

Ugh this is awkward. I don’t want to be a dick. But Paige is too drunk to care and Nikau is 

too shy so if I don’t say anything then no one will. Right? Maybe I can play it off real casual. 

JESS 

Do you want me to read it Rubes? 

 

Ruben stops. 

 

RUBEN 

Nah, I’m all good 

 

PAIGE 

I can read it for you, it’s right here - 

 

JESS 

See this? This is bad. 

 

Goes for his phone. He goes for it too. Moment of suspension. Slo mo. 

They are both holding the phone 

 

RUBEN 

No! 

 

JESS (getting freaked out) 

Things that are suddenly clear to me: Ruben shouldn’t be driving. I dunno if it’s the beer or 

the nerves but this is really unsafe. And Paige?!? We should have left Paige at the beach! 

This is not ok! Ruben is trying to drive a car. This isn’t bumper cars, Paige! 

 

 

Extract 3: Read NIKAU and JESS (switching between the two characters). Text in RED is 

said directly to the audience. 

 

PASSENGER EXPERIENCE - NIKAU PERSPECTIVE 

The car is mid-swerve. Ruben rights the wheel and avoids a very near crash. He pulls the 

car over. Everyone is freaked out. 



 

NIKAU 

My uncle died in a car crash when I was little ay. I don’t remember heaps, mostly my mum at 

the funeral, how upset she was. 

 

He died in a crash that someone else caused. Dunno how. But I remember whenever my 

mum would try drive a car she’d get all panicked and wouldn’t be able to. It was like that for 

years. 

 

JESS 

All due respect, Paige, what is your problem?! You know you basically caused that, right? 

You can’t just arm-wrestle someone while they’re driving a car!! You know how many people 

die because of dumb shit like that? 

 

Silence. 

 

NIKAU 

I’ve only lived in Christchurch for a month. Imagine having to move cities at 16. It’s brutal 

man. 

Making new friends in Year 12? You gotta take what you can get. And apparently (points at 

Paige) this is my new friend. 

JESS 

Well, I’m getting outta here. You shouldn’t even be driving. 

 

NIKAU 

Yeah, good call! Jess seems normal. Jess seems cool. And smart. And confident. Do I have 

a crush on Jess? No time to figure that out, think about it later! 

 


