COURT CUES
FROM THE
CHAIR

I find it interesting to reflect just how
certain plays that you attend remain
in the memory longer than others. I
daresay it’s partly because you identify
with some stories rather more than
others (though of course there can be a variety of reasons for
a play’s impact). At this time of year for instance I recall The
Court’s production of Robert Lord’s Joyful and Triumphant, set
as it is over four decades of a family’s Christmas observance.
Eilish Moran’s 2007 production of this classic New Zealand play
obviously impressed at the time.
As one actor who had been cast in two productions of the play
has said: “Christmas Day is probably one of the most special and
yet oddest days of the year. In the show, we want to put aside
everything and have this great family gathering, but sometimes
you can’t put aside everything in your life, and it all flares up. I
think that’s probably quite a common thing for a lot of families.”
Looking back over my own ‘Christmases past’ I reflect
upon occasions of great delight but conversely great tragedy,
moments of family closeness and intimacy but also strained
and bitter moments. I imagine a great many can identify with
such highs and lows in their own personal experience. In this the
dramatist has captured what has been termed a ‘timeless piece’
and it is a cause for sadness that his untimely death at the age of
46 meant he did not get to see it on stage.
As we now approach yet another Christmas, my wish for
you is that you may know the deep and abiding joy of this holy
season even in the midst of any trials and tribulations that may
come your way.
- David Winfield

FROM THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE
Kia ora koutou Court Supporters. How
wonderful to now be talking to you from
inside the tent, as it were. Seven weeks
in and I can tell you that all of the wonderful things I thought
about The Court have been confirmed, and then some.
I have just three words for you: Jesus-Christ-Superstar!!! If you
haven’t seen it then I urge you to get your tickets and come
along. It is without doubt the best, most enjoyable, and well
presented production I have seen. And even though I’ve seen it
twice, it continues to surprise and take me on the journey.
We are looking to start a new online newsletter that gives you
more information about what is going on with us, particularly as
we progress our talks for possibilities in the City - and yes, we
know how important the parking is. So when it arrives at your
inbox, please give it a read, click the links, and provide feedback.
It’s all about keeping you inside the tent.
As this is the Christmas edition of Court Cues, I’d like to wish
you all happy and safe holidays, and thank you for all you do.
- Barbara George
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ELLING

THUMBELINA

2019 AGM

23 February – 16 March 2019
This is the play we The Court Theatre Supporters are sponsoring
in the 2018/2019 season. What a gem of a piece it is – quirky and
magical, eccentric yet sensitive, funny and touching – and a perfect
vehicle for the talents of our favourite comedy double act of Mark
Hadlow and Ross Gumbley. You just have to look at the wonderful
publicity poster for the production to get some inkling of what is in
store. “It’s a real treat for me to be working with Mark and Ross on
this delightful project,” says director Lara Macgregor.
Elling is a 2007 theatre adaptation by Simon Bent of a film of the
same name that had something of a cult following in Scandinavia
in the 2000s. It features two middle-aged misfits – Elliing, who is
an obsessive-compulsive misanthrope - and hulking 40-something
virgin Kjell Bjarne who really, really wants to have sex.
The pair graduate from a mental institution to shared state
housing with instructions from their social worker to get out
amongst the living. But Elling’s near-agoraphobic anxiety and Kjell
Bjarne’s puppy-dog dependency on him make the odd couple’s
reintegration no easy matter. Gradually however, both societal
misfits begin to take hesitant steps, Elling through his acquaintance
with a poet who has lost his muse and Kjell Bjarne via a nervous
romance with the pregnant woman who lives upstairs.
During the course of the play, the two men learn deeper truths
about who they are. Yet the play is totally unsentimental and offers
an insight into the nature of happiness, into the need to open and
how all our lives would be improved by more poetry, more
sex and more pork with gravy.
Other members of the cast are Bruce Phillips, Greg
Cooper and Luanne Gordon.

Make sure to bring your little ones to The Court in the new
year for a magical reimagining of the classic Hans Christian
Andersen fairy-tale, Thumbelina.
Written and directed by Court Jester Emma Cusdin, this
tall tale follows little lady Thumbelina as she embarks on an
adventure to find a new home – and hopefully some friends
along the way.
For Cusdin, her own experience with children’s theatre
inspired her to write this charming, funny play.
“I think going to the theatre is
unlike any other experience you
can have as a child. I have vivid
memories of attending my first
Court Theatre children’s show
and the impact it had on my
imagination as a
young person. It’s
real life magic.”

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of
THE COURT THEATRE SUPPORTERS INCORPORATED
will be held at The Court Theatre at 7.30pm on Monday 18
March 2019.
Nomination forms for the Committee are available from the
Secretary and must be lodged by 11 March 2019.
Nominations must be proposed and seconded by a financial
member of the Society.
Guest speaker – Artistic Director, Ross Gumbley will
present the new 2019/2020 Season
For enquiries or apologies please contact the Secretary on
352 2344 or Email: supporters@courttheatre.org.nz

Thumbelina runs
at The Court Theatre
from 16 – 26 January
2019. All tickets are
$10.

GALA NIGHT: As show sponsors we
will have our Gala night for Elling on 22
February 2019. Invitations will be
emailed out a few weeks prior to the
event.
- Cheryl Colley

SUPPORTERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE
From ushering to providing refreshments and good quality coffee
– oh, and putting up over $50,000 to sponsor a play.
The Court Theatre relies on its band of Court Supporters who,
in their words are “the aficionados... the keenest of the keen”.
Retired Anglican priest David Winfield has led the supporters
for over five years – they number over 1900.
“I am extremely fortunate having a very able and committed
committee who do much of the work and show admirable
initiative,” he says.
A primary role for the Supporters is to provide ushers for the
mainstage, the Forge and for children’s productions, and a few
have been involved in this for over four decades.
At present David has 336 to call on.
Another contribution to the theatre is providing Opening Night
suppers for the patrons at the beginning of each play’s run, and
the Supporters also hold an annual, and well supported quiz night.
“We also run the coffee bar in the foyer as a revenue source –
all the money goes back into the theatre and we also sponsor one
play a year to the tune of about $50,000,” he explained.
The balance of the revenue for the Supporters comes from
subscriptions and donations.
David, who is also the theatre chaplain, has his own small
theatre group, Keeping Good Company, a Christian group. He

has greatly appreciated another Court staff member, Literary
Manager Roanna Dalziel, who has provided advice for his scriptwriting efforts.
Aside from being involved with The Court, David is also the
fundraising committee convenor for the restoration of St Peters
church in Upper Riccarton.

Court Supporters chair David Winfield

SUPER

PUTTING THE
INTO SUPERSTAR

Actor Nic Kyle is living the dream, currently playing Jesus in our
summer musical, Jesus Christ Superstar. During rehearsals, Kyle took
a moment to tell us about the experience of playing such an iconic
role in one of the most loved musicals of all time.
What’s your favourite part in this production of Jesus Christ
Superstar?
The opening few scenes with The Apostles are a lot of fun to be
in, the energy coming from them is electric and really launches the
show into gear. I do also love singing Gethsemane, it’s been one of my
favourite musical theatre songs since I was about 17.
What’s challenging about playing Jesus?
It’s vocally one of the most difficult roles I’ve ever played. There
is very little (if any) room for error which can sometimes be a
little overwhelming. It’s also a difficult role because of how much
“information” there is floating around about Jesus. Everyone thinks
they know who he was and what he did, so getting through all of that
to the real, human character is a massive challenge.
What’s your dream musical theatre role?
It used to be Jesus in JCS! Now I’ve been lucky enough to play
the role twice, I would say my new dream role would, without doubt,
be Bobby in Company. It’s a role I’ve always loved and now that I’m
heading deeper into my 30s... it’s one I would jump at in a heartbeat.

ROGER HALL
ON NZ THEATRE MONTH
SUPPORT
THE COURT
Please donate now at
courttheatre.org.nz/donate

SUPPORTERS COMMITTEE
CHANGES
We have recently co-opted two new members onto the
committee, Liz Lovell and Allanah James, and are delighted
with the very positive contributions they have already
brought to the table. On a sadder note we have farewelled
Johanna McCord, fully understanding that maternal
responsibilities are preferable to committee meetings any
day of the week. All the best Jo.

THE COFFEE BAR
Those of you who have been to the Theatre lately will have
seen that the Coffee Bar has been re-vamped. The Court
bought an espresso machine and display freezer (which
stands in the foyer slightly to the right of the Coffee Bar)
so we increased our range of ice creams. Our barista’s name
is Petra and she is the Coffee Bar manager. We now offer
good espresso coffee in all the usual varieties, including chai
latte. Our variety of herbal teas has increased too and we
have some great flavours. The ice creams are proving to be
a treat too as a dessert after a pizza. To allow space for the
espresso machine, our chocolate bars are now on the front
counter in baskets which make selection much easier. I’m
sure you will find the new layout much more user friendly
which will add to an enjoyable night out.

SUPPORTERS EVENT TE REO WORKSHOP
The te reo workshop run in October was a great success.
Vanessa Gray our theatre Kaihāpai Toi (Māori and
Pasifika Producer) was a wonderful teacher and engaged so
meaningfully with the thirty odd participants.
We learnt and practised a number of basic greetings and
every day vocabulary. Vanessa explained when and where
different phases should be used and the correct pronunciation
of vowels and general usage.
Hayley Douglas from the wardrobe department at the
theatre led us with her beautiful voice in the waiata.
With so much more to learn and
understand there has been a call for
another workshop in the new year. We just
need to twist Vanessa’s arm!
Keep a watch for further details.
Thank you Vanessa and Hayley for
a very enlightening and entertaining
workshop.
-Annie Bonifant

Sender:

MAJOR MILESTONE

The Court Theatre
PO Box 268
Christchurch 8140
New Zealand

Following his well-earned retirement this December, Derek
Hargreaves MNZM received recognition of his 47 years as
founding secretary of The Court Theatre Trust Board. Derek
has been supported throughout his Court association by his wife
Kirsty, who was also active in The Supporters Committee and
as the original ushers’ Front of House Coordinator. In our next
Court Cues we will present a major profile of his extensive and
dedicated association with The Court Theatre – so keep an eye
out for his momentous story of contribution to the theatre!

KEY DATES
DECEMBER

22 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . A Christmas Carol closes
22 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Scared Scriptless closes for 2018

APRIL

Date TBC.  .  . Supporters’ event: dinner with VIP guest

MAY

Date TBC.  .  . Supporters’ event: te reo workshop (repeat)

JANUARY

16. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Thumbelina opens
19. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jesus Christ Superstar closes
26 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Thumbelina closes

FEBRUARY

1.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Scared Scriptless returns
22 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Court Supporters’ Gala Night for Elling
23 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elling opens

MARCH

10 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Court Theatre 19/20 Season Launch for the public and any
Supporters who wish to attend. More details about this event,
including ticket prices, will be announced in the new year.
16. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elling closes
18. . . . . . . . . Supporters’ AGM and our special presentation of the
19/20 season by Artistic Director, Ross Gumbley.
Note: Date is a week later than usual because Ross will be
onstage in Elling until the 16th March.
30.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . EQ F@#%ING C opens

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS

FAREWELLS

Annah Johnstone - Office Manager
Christy Lassen - Properties Manager

WELCOMES

Angela Park - Finance Manager
Barbara George - Chief Executive
Petra Laskova - Coffee Bar Manager

